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Guide to MAP Growth 
Reports

What is the Purpose of MAP Testing?



Why MAP?
MAP = Measure of Academic Performance

Children learn better – and faster – when teachers have a 
clear picture of what each students knows and is ready to 

learn next. That’s why a group of educators and 
researchers founded NWEA, a not-for profit organization 
that has created some of the most trusted and reliable 
assessment solutions available. More than 11 million 

students in the US and in 140 countries worldwide use 
MAP Growth. 



How it Works:
MAP Growth is a computer adaptive test. If your child answers 

questions correctly, the next question is more challenging. If they 
answer incorrectly, the next one is easier. This type of assessment 
challenges top performers without overwhelming students whose 

skills are below grade level. 



Adaptive Test Example



MAP Growth uses a RIT scale to accurately measure what 
students know, regardless of their grade level. It also 
measures growth over time, allowing you to track your child’s 
progress throughout the school year and across multiple 
years. Once your child completes a MAP Growth test, they 
receive a RIT score. 

What is Measures:



RIT scores have the same meaning across grade levels. If a fourth-grade 
student and an eighth-grade student have the same RIT score in 

reading, then they are testing at the same level in that subject. This 
stable scale allows teachers to accurately measure each student’s 

academic growth throughout the school year and over time. You can 
use your child’s RIT score to help them meet their goals. For example, 

students can enter their RIT scores into our college explorer tool to see 
which colleges and universities they’re on track to enter. You can also 

check out online resources that use RIT scores to provide students with 
book recommendations and web-based exercises, such as 

YourReadingPath.com and KhanAcademy.org. 

Your Child’s RIT Score



Common Questions

• How do schools and teachers use 
MAP Growth Scores?

• Can MAP Growth tell me if my child 
is working at grade level?



Common Questions

What are Norms?

• NWEA provides schools with norms by 
utilizing anonymous data from more than 
10 million students around the US. 
Knowing the top, middle and bottom 
scores of all these students combined 
allows teachers to compare where your 
child is to other students and help them 
grow. In addition, NWEA provides 
comparison data for private, accredited, 
English-based, international schools 
using MAP Growth outside the U.S. 

What types of questions are on 
MAP Growth Tests?
• The MAP Growth tests include multiple 

choice, drag-and-drop, and other types of 
questions. For sample tests, visit 
Warmpup.NEWA.org



Just as the title says, this report shows a student’s term-to-term growth and can be used to compare a 
student’s RIT scores to the district’s average score, as well as to national norms. Below the graphs, the report 
outlines for students and parents the particular areas of strength and concern within the subjects of math and 
reading.

Student Progress Report



Student Profile Report
This report offers both a deep dive for teachers or a quick snapshot for parents. The main student profile view 
(shown below) highlights the student’s performance in all subjects across the tabs at the top. For each subject area, 
parents can see a student’s scores relative to national norms and projections for how they will do on their state 
summative test. (This snapshot for each subject is often provided to parents as a printout or pdf.) Teachers can use 
the instructional areas module to see where they need to focus their instruction for the student. They can also use 
the interactivity of the report to set and track growth goals with students over the course of the school year. (For 
an overview of everything the Student Profile report offers, check out this short video.)

https://vimeo.com/240540368


Student Goal Setting Sheet
This report can be used to engage students and parents in their students’ learning by explaining areas of 
strength and concern. The bar graphs allow students to see their current level, as well as give them a goal to 
work toward. To the right of the graphs, the green categories show areas of strength, and the yellow categories 
are areas to improve.





QUESTIONS?
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